COMPARISON TEST BAHN BURNERS, EPISODE 39

A Detroit Yankee challenges the

lords of the autobahn.
(Under 450 horsepower need not apply.)

BY TONY SWAN

PHAOGRAFHT BY AURON QILEY

n inkriguing elemant of BMIW's prasentation fior the neaw
15 emphasized this supersedan’s all-around usefulness,
supgesting it's a5 well suited for awile's run o the super-
market as it is for o BMW-dub track day. Pulling aside for
the moment the politically incorred: characterization of a wife's
ke, along with the nobion of the primary driver’s giving up oon-
trod before his cold dead fingers have been prizd from the
wheel, we have trouble dipesting thes characterizabion, for 2
colple of reasons
First, one ook at the pricng tells you these cars aren't gro-
cery getters. Mot unless great-unde Wed's recent bequest
included the deed to Atfanta and your designated grocery geter
needs fo travel at warp speed, We con imagine an M5 daing
comemdting duty, but we susped the guys who acquire cars in
this price realm are a long way from nne-io-five gigs
Beason Mo, 2: Chegk the specs. Check the performance data.

m BMW M5
m (ADILLAC STS-V
m MERCEDES-BENZ (LS55 AMG
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Call us crazy, but we think 400 hoesaprwer—Ehe minmmam o0
t2p in this trio of fantastic four-doors=is a little over the top for
amn tothe ALP And would you really want to park one of
these tharoughbreds in range of some harassed parental unit
herding a 10-year-odd Suburban filled with screaming soccer-
game celebrank<? Sure, and while we're ak it well let the kids
use the car as a farget for kickng practice

Like any passenger cars, parbicularly those with four daoors,
the members of this trio have to function comfort-
ably in an everyday envirorment, which
thiey do, But their basic mission
i b perfarm to a far higher
standard, sanang up
hedonism and haste in
super-sized portions,
Thie hedonisny pat i




easy, obtainable almost anywhere Bt the |evel of high-speed
mmpebance réquired ko play inthis game is sxceptional, and it's
the cars conceiwed for and developed on Germany's autobahns
that acguire the imique combination of rght-now response and
athletic feel that's sl pretry mach exclusive 1o the Teutons,

Thic hasnt disoouraged non-Garmans from tryng to gan
membership in the Bahn Burner Club, most recently Cadillac.
In fact, &' Cadillac’s latest bid for recognition in this elite cub—
the L-series version of the new 5T5 sedan—that brings us
together, What befter qualifications review than a three-way
test imvolving the cream of the autolahn crop? Right We can
think of one, sither.

You may observe that the Caddy Faces only b German
opponents in this showdown and then wonder why there's no
Audi in the field. Here's winy: The BS G that starred in our May
2003 supersedan shootout {“Knockot Sedans: The Heavy-
weights”) is oul of production, and we wont see e new ver-
sion wrtil 2007 We did consider 2 couple other non-Germans—
the handsome Maseratl Quattroporte and Jaguar's X8=but
neither i im the power ballpark wath this thressome. in any
exse, the twa Germans are forrmidable: the AMercedes 01555
AMG, with its potent E55 powerirain, and the latest BAMRY s,
peneration four in 2 line that dates o 1584,

We've acoumulated formal instrumented data on the CL555
before {00, Ocober 20053, but the bwa others are virgins
insofar as our Racelngic VBOX test gear is concerned,

The Caddy and the Bemmer didn't become available until
late in this ssue's production cycle. In fact, getting the MS into
the battle required an all-night blitz back from the car's Marth
American inroduction 2t Lime Bock Park in nohwestern Con-
nedicut. | joined the tbwo other combatants the nast marning
al Graftan Racesray Park near Grand Rapids, Michigan. Given
the fime constraings, the long day ot Grattan—one of the more
challenging road circuits inour part of the world—was the core
of our evaluation. We included some Michigan back roads and
sorme freewsy cruising. But the basic mission here is perform-
ance, and for that the controlled environment of 3 tesk track
was deal

%o, here they are: three supersadans, two of them sons of
the autobahn, one a wannabe, ol disnctly different, but ol with
well mver 450 horsepeaer available on demand, How
wold it play oul? We strapped on helmets, Ged
donwm the test gear, and set oot to gek
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CLS55 AMG

Highs: Dirop-cead pood Inoks,

iink-fveire price.
and besst,

Third Flace

enz CLS55 AMO

[ o thing of bemity 15 tmaky o pov for-
ever, then CLE owners am going toenjoy
their rides for & long time, beomise this s
Hat ot the sexiest sedan in ihe breiness
And i's even sexier in hleck, wearmg
nathingz bot those sabdned hittle AMG
bedpes, The curvnaceous contours end
chersder lmes Jook poad in my enlor, bt
bnck lends o delicionsly sinister elemene,
like Anpelinn Folie in a slinky little
number wilh spaghetti streps and three
inch spike heels, Yoo mow somethmp
naughty 18 goonn go down aoy mmuote,
mmd you'me poman fove it

The CL5 could pet by oa Tooks abone,
buet there s obrvioushy mone to it than thar
There's power, for example, The key dis
tmgunshing element between the CLE5S0I
nond CL555 AMG is under the hoog,
whereinre sdes o superchorged and inter-
cooled 5.4-liter SOHC 22-valve V-E
Wa've seen this copine in AMG pooer-
houges beloee, natably the ES5, and like
ather haasted Benz enpmess. it's o leenng
torque monster. Horsepower—a69 o
BLED mm—ain 't exncthy penmuts, bat 516
pound-feet of torgque i enough to pffect
the rotation of the earth. Peak torque
o oo il 2050 mpm, and thepe's enough

MERCEDES-BENZ

Iorque-mansicr V-8, sumpiuous intenor,

Lows: Restnclree rear sighilines, reluciant
transienl response, lamied rearsest fom,

The Verdict: & dzzbng blepd of beauty

of it to cover for e relative: shortape of
forward cops m the five-speed automnbic
tramgmission snd also wget the CLS oot
of the starting blocks in 2 serboue ey
it 6l mph in 4.2 seconds, Ot 1605 in
9.5, the guaner-mile in 12.6 o 114 mph
That's Corvette fuzrd, and pretty boisk for
b bwa-100 CRL

Birisl a5 applies 1o the beaking per-
formance. Like dwe Bimmer, the CL353
hos mnohale cover-size rotors at all four
cammers, verted md crass-drille &, poed for
stope from 70 mph to motiooless in just
6] fet. That's not quite as pood as the
M5, bur it's nine feer beter than te
Corvene roadeter we tested 1ast Manch
(A, Ik s-All-Abous-Me Foadsters™ )
We pot an overheated-boakes messnze
digplayed on the dash during bot lapping
ot Gratran, bt it didn"t come with aoy loss
of braking power,

Thiz Berz iz ae eeductive inehde ae our,
with no elegant dashbosrd layout sed off
by o brond swath of dark barled wakmt
and seatz that ame the egqual of the
Bimmer's—supporive, comfortable, nod
widely sdjustshle. They also inclode a
matsage function—juet the thivg for
vaicting mumb butt ps the miles roll by

All i all, this Benz s o superh hiph-
roller package, prodipions power and
undeminble prost pe wrapped in seductive
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sheetmesnl thot'Tl sum bends for vears. Sa
what s it dodog in third place?

hast this: For all its thmest and kigh-
specd stnhility, the Benz it really happry
dodng Bot laps on & wechmical clroolt like
Grrattan. Thege wese kgbook demerits for
reletively lethnraie responses in goick trem-
gitions, for steecing that added effost s
speed incrensed without any comespon-
ding incresse in feel for o mamomatic
tranemisgion fonction thar took Ke ewes
time moking downshifts. and for o bmeke-
rssist progrom that mnde smooth braking
tricky to achieve

Grip—0.%3 on the skidpad—wns sinm
dant, ingphring confidemes i high-gpeed
corness, and swiching off the electronic
stability program (ESP} ellowed o bit of
drift to pet the rear end on the same direc-
tional pape as the front. But the system
never gogs completely off-lize, and when
e ABS is wippered, ESP avtomarically
goes back v work

Fointed streight, the Beor squirted

doven. the tmck like somietlting opemiing
oz s0lid-foel propellant, providing s lovely
rush down Gratnn's 3200-foot from
strad phiawesy. Even go, the Bimmet was
mire dian & second quicker sround diis
tricky 2.4-mile Inyouk

Om the erponamic front, the Benz's
swaapy hoodline made for best-in-test for-
ward &ightlines, but the high beliine mnd
thyr step muple of the rear plass inapinged
it vision inthe mear-ouaers and e ingde
renrview mimor The moflioe wlso Hmdts
renr feadroom for passengers more than
six feed tall, s there's no-center seat back
there, wiich hort the Beng in the scorma

Al let's o formet the ksue of money
With an as-tested price of B¥L975, the
CL5 hnd the benviest wimdow stickerinan
sxpensive trio, which bum the valoe quo
e,

However, for thoee who aren't melned
to worry shout am exra 10 grand bere and
there, and whe don't case sbout paring a
secord or two off (heir lep times ot Mer-

cedes-club rack days, this Benz may well
be maore nppealing thao its BMWMW rival

Second Place

Cadillac 5T5-V

W ook owr fgst look & the 3T3-1a
yearggo (G Pebooary 20057, md & pen
grated positive aoticipation oo a couple
fronts. For ooe, it ipored to provide o more
rifivend Jevel of all-around perdfonnanes
tan the Corvettesngined CTS-V, which,
for ol s visceml appeel, is mom hot rod
thin Juxary sports sedan. Second, when
judped by the prototype shown st the 2HIS
Dredrait show, the 5T5-1 looked 1o be the
most appealing manifestation yer of
Cadiflac's knife-edged-desipe disecdon.
Beyond thak, we kmew the car's dynemic
development would be conduated vmder
the bnton of Jobn Heinney, GMs director
of high-performmmes vehicke opemeions.
With nine Sports Car Chb of America
natkonal champioesldps n lis sacing log
book, Heimmicy defimitely kmows haw to

CADILLAC STS-V

Highs: Bespectable powe,
handsume imtesior, high comfart
puakient, aHraciive pricing
Lows: Mot 3 t=ck s,

gpangy brake feel

relaed it seats

The Werdick An uplown
Caddy that threes
an high-=pesd cuising

}
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summan haste from a given pocknae, nnd
wo anticipated something more stimu-
lating than the other 3TS warinms, The
question was bow far Heinricy wonld be
shle to 2o on the aggreszion metwt.
Wigible variarions from the grandsyd
ST5 include & Jower froot fascin with three
air miakes, one for memnsed arflow, the
ouber twa o1 inerensed brake cooling; wire
megh prilles: deeper rocker panels; a lowes
pear fascia with 2 mesh-prilled vt an its
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bottom edze; mod o skighily higher spailes
thet's been mowved repronrd et the mailing
B SI5-¥ LS4 AMAL elpe of the decklid. The car has 5 pro-
g COHD elramier U1 aiperchanged 1 mmercoolel fn Ezhorped arel isbe noumeed foreard mie, and the met of the
COHE Thumle FE cooler] SOHE Mwaive 8 various changes is reduced high-speed lift,
dipacement, oo in jocp 15 ass) 2ET IS H2man &5 well a2 a more determimed appesrance.
i powier, bhp o rpm B (50 A 1 B s 2 ) High speed is defimitely pont of this
torgee, B & rpm 181 @ 500 430 & Jh W i 1650 Croddy's net. Lost Febooary e forecnst
eidlne B0 ] B 240 harsepower and 430 pound-feet of
Ibperbhp K1 a) 53 torgue foribe 4 4-liter supercharged Vver-
wmEnbres S0k mee Espain S pul aion of ther car's DIOHC 32-vabve Marth-
T e == gtar V-5, Tame out those mumbess wets
H FRlE] 1% 1S 100 138 L 136,15 112 TEf 2T Al 10 conserveaive. Fed by o Roots-type blowes,
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production engme ever offered

The sopercharped edght ie mated to
GM's new sin-speed mutom atic ramemis-
ehom, ypicalty GM smooth md endaneed
by & marnmate fonction apersble with the
shift lever (there are no sieering-wheel
puddies). Suspension tuming is about 15
percent etiffer than that of a slamdasd 5T,
thanks to Sachs shocks md bipger from
gnd rear anti-roll bars; the wariable-assis
pwesr tack-and-pinion steering is 2 bit
quickes; nod the StebiliTek system cunbe
propremmed thres wivs: normal, sport,
and competitive. Tn the bitter, the car will
wag its tadl, and power oversteer s moadiby
pchievable, something te keep in mind
when spplying throttde a0 cormes exite

Imside, the 5T5-V is nohly appoioted
with ezoueh kenther to clothe: o small herd
of Black Anpoe—hides oa the door panels
mmd dnshbosrd, ne well as dw soats. The
tater heree v de irsemns to help keep ocou-
pants centered in kand comesing, dhhsogh
more bolstering would belp. Codiline
enlisted Dirfxlmuier for the Vs imterior
dicar, The same outhit did the Maybach,
smd iff ther Caddy has no granite @om option,
it does hive olbve-srained ash The whiole

packape is tnsteful, roomy, nnd erpuably
the most comfortable in this threspome,
thambes to the relatively creammy ride and best
comtrod beovoon of the bemech

Thiz brings us o dynamics, which is
where the Codille: drew reviews that were
ssgemtinlly averape for this exabied group
Far example, the ST3-V'e 4.b-second (-
to-6d-mph mun was slowest in this group,
but bowr many hiwo sedans s capoble of
6 mph in less than five seconds? Simd-
Incly, stoppimg to o stancstll from 70 mph
in 174 feet was third-best here, bat still
exemplary for this weight cluss

Where the Caddy fared worst was in
Geranan's twists and mims. Althoogh the
steering was quick and vicely weipghied,
excesaive up-mmd-down motion in the sus
pension inlibited tmasient pesponses, and
sheervers noted subetantinl brake dive
compared with the Geoman cars,

(e the other hand, the 8T5-V's pdce
mels yau & no-apolopies supeisedan with
bizg monsy lefi over—almast 16 lerpe
versas the CLE55. That's n buge adwna-
tage—eepecinlly sinee the 3T5-Vhae this
group’s most comprebensive allocation
of feanires and mnenities. It's ¢oon gh, in

BMW M5

Highs: Supercer V-0,

amazng brekes, spoc-Bed
performance adjustability, SA40
atitoimisted manual,

Lows: SA00 auttmated man,
Moy sbll given fo dermaonic
s ]

The Verdict: When max

performance with four dows is the
obsjective, this one ks the nght st

faot, for the Caddy to edpe the Mercedes
for mnner-up homors

First Place
BRI M5

Everwish yourrde bad & magic power
button shat wouokd bump engine outpet by,
ofy, ey, 3] percent? Well, vour nde is bene,
Wi mentioned that the minimum poewer in
this cornparo was 00 which is e, That's
what the M5's new quad-sam S0-valve V-
L genemies in every deay minde. Bot punch
thunt litele “poraver’” buttom om the cepter con
sole, and—ymizal—the enpine's opemting
parameters chanpe, and penk output soars
o 500 hogsepowes &t 7750 spon.

Allied with BMW's equally new seven-
speed sequential moounl pearbox {ShG)
in mex-performance made pnd the lowest
curh weight (4110 pounds ) m this collec-
tion, the M35 bluets 1o 60 mph in 4.2 sec
oids, a dend Test widy the CT 555, and dwn
emted abend of the Benz 2 the quamet-mile
ot 12.5 seconds pmd 118 mph. At the con-
clogion of sur Gmaitan Iapping, where the
M5 marmed in the fastesd timwe of the day ot
1:3125, our men Webster called dhis ~the
mother of ol poaerraimna™




And for Abourt 40 Grand Less...

i ko what they say 10
grand hera, 10 arand thesa,
peatly soan you're talking real
ooy, Soowben aldadee Chager
RTA-base prce, S3B035-
st up @l Hogbadk Boad jusl
a5 lhe Hahn Burners wess headlig

to Caattan, wethaught it would b=
irderes i bo see Bowithis reltivety
lowrpeiced mminsile woted meamie
i Agzire the high-picend a0
fockRls,

Thie s vesy wel, inckesd,
Brefter, i 3, then we spederd

Pecrssdlad iy a Daimn i Chrypaer
Ai-lEer Hemi W-8—475 hoee-
[over, 420 poundHies of toeque—
e 42 -pousc] Caeeer eumbled
b G0 mph in 4,8 semnds, covered
e quat=ni=in 132 seconds (a
tie vl tha Cacillac) al 109 ph,
puliad o0 g oo the sdaad, and
stopped (rom 0 mph in 168 fesd,

The basic est oumbeds vwers
anpiesana bl the Chapes's agiity
ane Grattan vad anibwes uly
revelatioey, Buen thaugh we egan
eoced brake-face probiemes dunieg
the k- process, wewareabk o
Biesd he bad-bay Dodpe secund
thelenck g 1 3LE5, just 0 second

bt ive O 555 Beviw o akmost
@ il secomd quickes than Bhe
e ST

That's & Inbube to exelent
wiek by DC's Heedl and Racireg
Tedinaiogy skumbwreks s, &
vell = a testimonial ba 2 sugerb job
by the chassis pnginepms.

50 the Charger 5n't in the
lumziry bllpark with these olbey
s, bt “w Hemidoes raka it go,
ard it sounds goosd wihile domng 50,
Anct wbiat coukd you by wich all
that |eftorey cdowgh® Howd abat 2
Hooda 320007 O, thicking of
pratas grp o v bodne |l
& new kilclen? —T%

As you'd expect, the M5 & happy on a

be desired ekeewhere. The rile quality & reservatons. Nor s the 584,595 base price.

racetmcl. Select the combinanion of sos-
pension, poever, and transmission sepin gy
yiou need for max lap timee—thie Bimmes
is almost ne adjusteble s o modem reoe
car—and hie je In spost mode, the most
ppressive of tee suspeneion settings,
the M5 is distinctly more zihletic thon s
rivals We were surprised at the moodest
lewel of grip delivered by the Cominental
SporoComiact 1 tires—just 080 p—bur it
didn't geem to hamger stopping perform-
ance, s phemomenal 158 feet from 70 mplz,
nor dic ® keep the M5 from smoking the
twd ather enrs in the e chinpe,

The Bimmer i almost ag adjustable
imside as it s in termes of dyzamics. Almost
every pane] of the froot bockes s powes
sdjustable, and fhat, phs a seering
cohmmn with poreer adjustnbility for rais
and resch. prety much puarnmiess n
customn fis for any bady. The acly oeps-
tive is sent-cushion pedding th fielt & tad
novi firrn, bt thent commplaint occumed aely
after alount SO0 mikes of freewsy droming.

We were rlso impressed with the inte-
mior dépor, which was typically BMW
clean and seenigheforssed. Owr teet carwas
refreshingly wimmed with alumimam,
el wood trim §s optional

Howsever, 25 pood a8 it & 00 4 race-
track, the M3 lezves o little something to

n ifle siff. even in the mildest sestings.
ihhongh this is something that com aleo be
eaid of the Benz, Bot the bigpest culpos &
the SMG. In the most agpressive aato-
mented mannal mods, it hammers bome
glifis lixe Joka Henry sacing the steam
il —swhmp-whop-wirap! Butin full eoto-
muatic, it's nll bat impossible to mvoid huae
gasps betawen upshifts, partookerchy in the
lower genre. One logbook seribbler
sunnmmed ap the test crew's oomnimous
respatige; T ied 1o Jeave itin anto mads,
bt 1 just couldn't stamd iL”

Perhaps the most telling testimoninl an
thie second-peaembon SMG i this: Toi-
tinlky, this was to be the 2006 M5's only
trrem ssion . Howeevor, BABW now plaos
tor offer the opdon of a dix-speed manczl
this foll. Enoogh ssid.

Our other mejor M5 reservetion
applice tomemy Bimmers. That would be
BMW's ilrmive gystemns controller, sil] m
oLy v o of the mose irvitatingg modern
autemertive-tectmalogy manifestatians o
come fretinlly down the mike. We're told
thot cremers sventunlly lenrn to manipe-
Iute: this devies with varying degrees of
confidence and comfon. Nevertheless, noy
vihicle contral gvatem that reguires
repeated visis wothe matmoction manval i
o bad job of design, These nm not minar
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Butinds end, the BMW s poke and -
leticism, plas the wow] of that high-revving
V10, are irresiseible. There are new con-
tenders entering the supemsedan arena regu-
lawdy thise doya, and we'l] undoabtedly be
staming another toumament, Episode <0,
when the Audi RS ¢ commes nkoap Butnaht
now, the M3 rules onee ppein,
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