Dinan takes the 545i back to basics, skipping the high-tech exiras in favor of
simple upgrades that bring out the essence of the midsize Bimmer.

smy colleagueDom Miliano has
u noted, an EAD 5 Serieswith Active

Steering, Active Stability Control,
runflat tires and an automeatic hansmission,
canfed abit remote, likeaBMW with adis
sociativedisorder. SkiptheSport Packageand
it loseseven more of itssport sedan identity,
aswdl asmuchd itsconnectiontothedriver.

Fortunately, there's acure available at
Dinan's Morgan Hill, CA dlinic. Throughthe
thergpeutic gpplication of grippiertires, wider
wheds bigger brakes, better suspensionand
alittlemore power, the 545 regainsitssense
of sdf along with the tactile sensations that
normdly makeaBMW sofedsome.

Les startwiththemost dementa d those
connections thetires. Inplaced thestandard
run-flats,the Dinan 545 uses Michdin Pilot
Soortsthat meassure245/357R-19 up frontand
275/302R-19 at the rear. Though that combi-
nationisidentical in size to what BMW uses
as part of itsown Sport Package, it adds 40
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mmd rubber at thefront axle and 110 mm at
therear to the 545i'sstandard non-Sportsetup,
whichdsousesfar lessgrippy all-season tires.
DinanmountsthoseMichelinsonitsown
spread-forgedalloy wheds, whichit claims
are thelightest availablein the 9 x 19-inch
front and 10 x 19-inch rear sizes. We don't
doubt that, and in any casethe combination
reducestotal unsprung weight by aclaimed
47 1bs.,, 23.5 Ibs. at each axle. Reducing
unsprung weight--especidly by so substan-
tial an amount-has such a profound effect
on vehicledynamicsthat it's well worth the
$2,648 asking pri ceof thefour-wheel set.
The improvementisimmediately notice-
able from behind the whed, conferring the
Dinan 545iwith alightnessthat'slmaost unbe-
lievableif you've only driventhe relatively
ponderousstandard car. Reducing theweight
that hangs off the end of the suspensionlets
the dampers work more easily, and it also
improvesbraking and acceleration by reduc-

ing theamount d energy required to either
dow or setin motion these spinning parts.

Dinan further improvesvehicle dynam-
icsby addressing each d the other compo-
nentsthat affect them. The 545/'s relatively
modest one-piston calipers are replaced by
sexv Brembos. which tradesinglevistonsfor
four and thestandard 348mmfront rotorsfor
much larger 380mm discs (the rear discs
retain thestock 345mmdiameter but mount
castironfriction partson aluminumhatsin
place d thestandard one-piecerotors).

Hugely expensiveat $6,390, thesebrakes
are also hugely worth it, especialyif you
haveany track-day ambitionsfor your 545i.
Thestock brakes may be fine under normal
driving conditions, but they tend to fade
when above-normal demands are placed
upon them. The Brembos, meanwhile, sim-
ply excel under any circumstances, and the
confidence that endowscan be priceless.

By comparisonto thebrakes, Dinan's sus-
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pension setup for the 545ilooks an absolute
bargainat $1,741. Forsakingthe more-expen-
sive JRZsd the S3-M3for more pedestrian
Konis paired with the company's own per-
formancespring set, front camber platesand
strut tower braces, Dinanhascreated asetup
that's affordableand effective aswell assub-
lime. The Dinan 545i feels taut and con-
trolled from turn-in to corner exit, yet that
precisiondoesn't come at theexpensed ride
quality. If anything, the Dinan car isactually
more comfortable than the stock machine
thanks to the reduction d body roll —some-
thing that can be particularly problematicfor
the back-seat passengers that a 545 owner
will presumably carry on occasion.

If those passengers are heavy, the Dinan
545i driver will be glad to have alittleextra
power at hisor her disposal. By means o
revised intake and exhaust systems as well
as a high-flow throttle body, Dinan has
upped the output o the 4, 3 9 8\8engine
from 325 hp at 6,100 rpm to 350 hp at 6,500
rpm. Torqueincreasessimilarly,from330 1b-
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Dinan's engine mods for the 545i add 25hp
and 13 Ib-ft. Chassisimprovementsare more
dramatic thanks to 19-inch wheels, Brembos.

ft at 3,600 rpm to 3431b-ft at 4,000 rpm. The
additional power isn't earth-shattering, but
itisenough to bring the 545iwithin 10 hp o
its successor, the 550i, though it's still down
on torque by 17 Ib-ft compared to the newer
model. Nonetheless, at around $6,000 the
Dinan engine mods are certainly more cost-
effective than buying an entirely new car,
particularly if you already own a 545i.
More power can beliberated through the
use d Dinan's lightweight flywheel, which
shaves7Ibs. (or 18%)from thestock flywhed's
mass. Wewereunabl eto test theeffectiveness
d this part since the 545i we drove was
equi ppedwith an automati ctransmission, and
we were similarly unable to test Dinan's
optional 3.45: Idifferential to repl acethestan-
dard 293 rear end. Both would undoubtedly
enhance accel eration considerably, and we
wouldn't hesitateto take advantage d both

options werewe building our own 545 and
were money no object—the parts would
together add $3,998 to the total package.
Oneoptionthat's unavailablefrom Dinan
at any price is conspicuous bodywork.
Though it undoubtedly frustrates photogra-
phersand art directorshopingfor fresh visu-
als, Dinan's low-key approachisthoroughly
appreciated by thosewho'd rather fly below
the radar than in full view. It also rendersa
Dinancar considerably more"adult," retain-
ing BMWs inherentlylow-key appeal rather
than trading it for the often-embarrassing
extravagancesd most tuner cars.
Underneath that unmodified exterior,
however, lurks a car that embodies the
essence d BMW even better than the stan-
dard product. More powerful, better han-
dling and more comfortablewhile remain-
ing equally versatile and usable, the Dinan
545 islikeab5 Seriesthat's been reawakened
fromacoma. Tactile, engagingand alive, this
isthe545 asBMW should havebuiltitinthe
first place. Welcome to consciousness. @




