BMW 5451 vs.

[ )
Infiniti M45 Sport vs. Rockln lllhe
Lexus GS 430

Two Japanese challengers take on Europe’s sports-sedan benchmark

BY KIM WOLFKILL = PHOTOS BY JEFF ALLEN

RO AD FOR AS LONG AS FAST, COMFORTABLE 4-DOOR SEDANS HAVE
Ay been called “luxury sports sedans.” the BMW 5 Series has
v ¢ s 1 served as the quintessential example of the category. First, with
the mhne-6-powered 5351, then the V-8 5401, BMWs popular midsize
hahn-burner has always balanced luxury-class comfort with driver-ori-
e ented performance, The latest 34350 continues to evolve this formula,
incorporating new technologies, better performance and bold styling,
Most of the 5 Series” V-8 competition has traditionally come from
/ its European neighbors, namely Mercedes-Benz. Jaguar and Audi.
While Lexus and Infiniti both build V-8-powered cars that compete in
the same class, the current-generation GS 430 and M43, respectively,
neither has posed much of a threat from a performance or personality
standpoint. The Lexus is competent yet dated, while the Infinitis Japa-
nese-market roots have never translated well stateside.
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All that stands 10 change. however. as
the next-gencration Lexus GS 430 and
Infinitt M45 hit the ground running with
their sights clearly set on the BMW 5451
Netther ¢company has made a secret of 11s
increased focus on performance or its m-
tent to knock Munich’s benchmark sedan
off its perch. With an intelligent blend of
luxury, styhing. performance and high-tech
features, both cars are finally in a position
to pose a fegiimate challenge to the BMW.

To find out how legitimate, we took all
three cars deep into the country around
Death Valley, California, for nearly 1000
miles of hard. fast. demanding driving. High
speeds and undulating terrain were the order
of the day(s). providing a perfect backdrop
for determining how good these neweomers
really are and whether thev do indeed have
what it takes 1o unseat the all-conquernng 3.

559.1 POINTS

Last i our test. but certainly not least.
the GS 430 an’t so much the loser of our
group. as the one that emphasizes refine-
ment over full-on. at-the-limit perform-
ance. By no means a slouch, it's sull the
fastest and most entertaining sedan 1o ever
come from Lexus, a car that will stay with
the BMW and Infintti on most back roads,
while delivering a decidedly more civilized
driving experience,

During development ol the GS. Lexus
engineers dehberately toed the line be-
tween building a quiet and comfortable
“Lexus”™ wype sedan and an all-out seream-
er. It had 1o satisfy current owners and
their established tastes while also appeal-
ng to more performance-minded buvers
To that end, the GS 430 balances tradition
with evolution. giving Lexus faithful the

refinement they're used 1o in a faster, bet-
ter-handling and more stylish package,
Along the way, it also offers enthusiasts a
genuine performer, a rakish new contender
with more than enough snap to sansty all
but the most fanatic sports-sedan drivers,

_OUGU“ KOTT, Exceutive Editor

Mv opil'lion... Evolving from what was a fairly nonde-
jcript, cut-rate version of the Q45 into this present iteration, the M45 gets my
and o “Most Improved” plague to boot. | was won over by its V-8's solid

B Lexus found the right bolance between sport and comfort with the
4 interior of the GS 430, The stylish layout hos easy-to-use controls, a
touch-screen interface and a high-quality feel; rear head room is tight.

Compared with the car n replaces. the
third-generation GS 430 1x an improvement
in every way. Qutside. its exterior stvhing
retains a touch of the second generation’s
character. with a sleeker. more updated
and coupe-like profile. The look 15 contem-
porary, and ol the three cars, the one that
enjoved nearly universal praise through-
out our trip. Rear-seat head room sulfers
slightly because of the sloping roofline, but
only the tallest passengers will take issue.

The story is the same inside, where tvpi-
cal Lexus attention to detail produces a rich
and attractive cabin. A modern, high-tech




theme s prevalent throughout. the sweeping
dash highlighted by machimed aluminum
gauge fuces, o chrome-trimmed Start but-
ton and on our test car, dark maple wood
accents. The center touch-sereen interface
st uite as user-friendly as the M43, but
st miles ahead of the BMWS iDrive
Al the beautifully sculpted scuts strike the
right balance between comtort and suppeort.
another area where the Lexus excels

While it shares the same 4.3-liter V-8
an all-new 6-speed auto-
matic allows rhe engine to make much

AL AN i‘l‘;dk’(g’w\ur

better use of its 300 bhp and 325 |b-ft. of

tarque. Power delivery is wirbime smoath
and Lexus quiet. accompanied by quick.
seamless shifts in both automatic and se¢-
quentizl manual modes. The bigger 4 .4-
liter BMW and 3.5-liter Infiniti V-8x are

slightlv stronger off the bottom end. but
once the Lexus gets mto the mudrange. 1t
pulls eagerly 10 redhine: 60 mph arrnes
just 5.7 seconds, the quarter mile in 14.2
seg, at W93 mph.

Clearly, much attention has been pand to
the chassis and how it behaves, The 2.0-m -
tonger wheelbase and 1O-in-wider track
make 1or ¢ more stable plattorm than the
previous (S which, when combimed with
the double-wishbone front and muliilink
rear suspensions, delivers improved rde
comftort and a more tossable overall feel
The electronically controlled shocks adapt
well o diflerem drving stvlesicondinons,
but switching lrom Normal mode to Sport
degrades the ride shghtly without impros-
ing the handling all that much.

Really press the Lexus and its slightly

M The GS 430's shape is evolutionary; the previ-
ous GS was sporting, but the new car’s coupe-like
roofline makes it more so. The 4.3-liter 300-bhp
V-8 is the weakest of the bunch (making it the
slowest), though supremely smooth and quiet.

satter edge begms 1o show. but only just
Moseven-tenths. all three cars are virtually
o \\.I\{‘.. gach \.'\IFI\CTIH:__' \\Irh Ll?!'l'!lll.'”l.'k'
and aplomb, But lean harder and the GS
exhibits more body roll than the BMW o
Infinit and understeers more approaching
the linmt. 1 never loses its composure o
leels at all unstable. sts limts are just a han
lower, and as such, 1078 noL Quitte as exciting
to drive: The GS 430 is highly competent
and no doubt fast, just not as much [un

Contributing to this teehing of compe-
tence is the all-seeing, all-knowing Ve-
hicle Dyvnamics Integrated Management
(VDIM) svstem. Serving as the centralized
hub for everyvthing trom the ¢lectronicalls
controlled britke, steerning and throttle sys-
tems to ABS. brake assist and yaw control.
VDIM decides sohen and where 1o intervene
should the car ger ow of shape. It works as
advertised. though perhaps o well on oc-
casion, stepping in carlier than we'd like
and before cither the 5451 or M43

This latest Lesus finished where it did
because the other two cars offered shghily
better performance. The three editors who
participated in this test ¢rave speed und
cast our votes accordimgly, However. that
is not to say other editors (or consum-
ers) who preter a higher level of comfort
and refinement wouldnt have reversed the



order. Witly the latest GS 4300 Lexus has
successiully bl o genuwme fuxury sports
sedan, one that delivers performance. per-
sonality and poise, all without losimg 1t
umgue Lexos wdentity

X Bmw 5451
569.0 POINTS

Afer qust e few hours o euch ol the
cars. we knew s lest was going lo be
close. We had three senous machines with
three definite personalities, But as the davs
wore on and the miles prled up. it became
mereastngly apparent thut the real baule
would be between the BMW and Infinin
Ihe mare performance-focused of our 1rio,
these rwo seemed perfectly willing 1o give
the Lexus a stvle pomt here o
point there in exchange for an extra tenth
ol 2 second or nule-per-hour

A quick glance at the results shows they
raded pomts back and forth, the 3457 edyg-
g the M45 in some arcas. the Infinin
fighting back m others. The pertonmance
ratings are nearly dead even, while on the
stbjective side. the BMW pulls shead m
the drving-related categories only 1o lose
ground for its sivimg. comfort and ergo-
nonnes, That sail the 3435 remains the
enthusiast’s choiee Tor any kind of serous
road work, OF our three. its still the fast-

est. best-handling and most sansiving e

a4 comtort

1o drive. But with cary like the Infinit M4S
offering a more balanced sport luxury so-
lution for less money. bemng the fastest s
no longer enough.

The BMW has won many fans (and
magazing tests) by possessing the traits
every enthusiast requires—power, preci-
ston, balance and handling. Starting with
its proven S 4-liter 325-bhp V-8, the 345
launches down the road with authory,
edging its two competitors to 60 mph (5.2
sec, b and through the quarter mile (13.7
sec. at [04.0 mph). lis engine 15 by lar the

B At left, not the prettiest picture, espedially if
viewed against the Lexus and Infiniti. The BMW
makes up for its awhward styling with the best
driving dynamics of the three. The 4.4-liter 325-
bhp V-8 pulls like it is for more powerful and the
Steptronic outomatic makes the most sense to us.

most lesible, accelerating tereely lrom
few on the tach all the way 1o s 130-mph
top speed. Incontrust, the Lexus could use
more bottom-cnd while the Infiniti’s power
hL“‘_‘li'!\ 10 Laper oll onee o IP!C ||lgil‘i
Like the engme. the BMW 'S 6-speed
Steptronie ransmission is all about putting
power to the ground, banging out quick.
confident shins regardless of driving con-
ditions. Ino manual mode, upshifts are
pertformed by pulling back on the lever,
downshifts by pushing forward, just like a

sequential-shitt gace car This approich s
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difterent from the Lexus, Infiniti and most
cvery other non-BMW on the planet. but
during hard driving. it feels more natural

Even without the adaptive shocks of the
GS 430 or the rear active steer of the M43
Sport, the 5451 still manages to school them
hoth with well-executed chassis tunming and
just a touch of s own high-tech wizard-
rv. The wizardry comes courtesy of active
steering and active roll stabilization. part of
our fest car’s Sport package (S3300). which
alxo includes bigger wheels and ures, sport-
timed suspension and sport seats. Togeth-
or. this combination further enhances the
BMW s already solid handling and predict-
able at-limit manners. Its active steering
takes some practice around town, but on
the open road. proves the most responsive
and comniunicative of our group.

Fxeeprional performance aside, the 3451
stumbles in the same pliees as the standard
S Series, namely its styling and interior.
These are both highly subjective areas, so
some mav not agree, but when compared
with the sculpted lines of the Lexus and
the subtle muscularity of the Infiniti. the
BMW comes off third best. The GS 430
in particulor already makes the 5451 look
dated. especially when parked alongside
the Lexus” ¢lein, elegant design

The situation isn’t as serious nside. where
leather, wood and matte metallic surfaces
give the cabin something ol an exceutive
office feel. It's not particularly warm or
coddhng. but is no doubt purposeful. And
despite its inherent quirks, theres no sense
beating a dead iDnive horse. 105 all been sad
before and while s not guite the devil incar-
nate mimy would have you believe, there’s no
denving that even with practice. the simplest
operations take oo many steps, Both the
M4s and GS do 4 much better job of com-
bining buttons and a screen o control the
cars mynad clectromes.

As a purc sports sedan, the BMW sull
takes top honors. It remains the true drivers

B BMW's IDrive is easier to use in the 5 Series,
though still not as Intuitive as it should be.
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Price as tested mol &
traction cnirl, Cruis
et. Dower front s2ats

sport
o
21800,

renr Saat wisk
BMW Infiniti
5451 M45 Sport
General Data
Curb et .. coosvoririisiitinens 3970 Ib 4010 Ib
Test weighl.......ooiie e . 4150 1h 4190 b
Weight dist (with driver), #/2%...... 80/50 54/46
Whealbase. 112.2n. 114.2n
Track, t/1.... cevonemnnens B0 0 /60,6 0 595 in,/60.2.In.
(11111 RO | 11: 8 1926 in
Width o T0.8 In
Height.... .. 58.0in 595 in
Engine
Type dohe 4-valve/cyl V-8 dohc 4-valve/cyl V-8
Displacement L A398 cc 4494 e
Bore x stroke .......... 92.0 % 82.7 mm 9302827 mm
Compression ratio,.., oo 10,501 1051
Horsepower (SAE) ... . 325 bhp @ 6100 rpm 335 bhp @ 6400 rpm
Torque 330 1b-ft @ 3600 rpm 340 Ib-ft @ 4000 rpm
Redling 6500 rpm 6600 rpm
Fuef injection__. .. eledt, sequential port elect sequential port
Rec foel ... prem unigaded, 91 pump oct prem unieaded, 91 pump oct
Chassis & Body
Layout .. front engine/ rear drive front engine/rear drive
Body/frame SO 1 1] @ 1211 umit steel
Brakes. 1/ ..ocnnsiniicasienise 13,1010, vented discs/ 12.6-In, vented discs/

12.2:In, vented discs;
Vac asst, ABS

Wheels.. ... cast alloy. 18x 8

Tires Duniop SP Spart 01 DSST;
245/40R-18 93W f,
275/35R-18 95Y r

STBRINE oo ssrerasesraranes
Overall matio ...,
Tums lock to lock .

rack & pinion, van power assist
10.1-18.11
. 1.8-33

12.1-in, vented discs:
vat asst, ABS

cast alloy, 19 x 8%:
Bridgestone RED5QA,
245/40R-19 94w

rack & pinion, varl power 25851

16.4:1

a0

Suspension, 1/ upper & lower A-arms, coil upper & lower A-arms, coil
springs, Wwhe shocks, ad) anti-roll springs, tube shocks, anti-roll
bar/multhink, coil springs. tube  bar, multilink w/active rear
shocks, adj anti-roll bar steer, coil springs. tube shocks,

active anti-roll bar
Accommodations

Seating Capacity.......c.i v B 5

Head ro0m, /0 i 38.5n,/360In 39.00n./36.5 .

Front-seat |eg room ....co..ooooc...ee. 44000 435 m

Rear seal knee r00m ... 26.010n. a

Trunk space 140cuft 149cuh

2004 BMW 545i

BMW of North Ame

JIng, RO Box 1227,
www. bmwusa.com

i wi ngv, Chimate cnirl, kiyless entry, 2ath
heer wond tnm i & telesconing stig w
wWINAWS, Minors & door (ocks). Spoa
pen seats ang sl whest; acin
£3300, premium soumd | & dis
ar sunshade (357
38 18AT3), sal. mdd) prey

18-in. alloy whaels, ped ures

teenng, active il statdiza

1 CD changer, Logie T autlio)
cantrol ($700), folchng
§75), dest charge | $695)

Lexus
GS 430

3840 Ib

4020 b

53747

1122m

60.4 in./60.6 In
189.21n
T4

55.91n

dohc 4-valve/cyl V-8

4293 ot

90.9 x 82.6 mm

10.5:1

300 bhp @ 5600 rpm

325 Ib-ft @ 3400 rpm
6350 rpm

elect. sequential pon

prem unleaded 91 pump oct

front engine/rear drive
unit stesl

13.1-in. vented discs/
12.2-in. vented discs;
vac asst, ABS

aluminum alloy, 18 x 8
Yokohama ADVAN A10B,
245/40R-18 93Y

rack & pinion, van power assisl
138-19.11

27-32

upper & lower A-arms, coil
springs & elect. adj tube shocks.
anti-rall bat/ multilink, coil
springs, elect. ad) wbe shocks,
anti-roll bar

5
375345,
440 In

25510

127cuh



2006 Infiniti M45 Sport

20006 Lexus S 430

N ca Ine | exUs Ave

PO. Box 191, Garc

—
List Price: $49,550  Price as Tested: $50,760 List Price: $51,125  Price as Tested: $61,180

Price as tested incl std equip. (ABS, front. side & cunain airbags, yaw
& traction control, HID headlamps. cruise cntrt, dual-tone climate cntrl,
AM/FM radio/ G-disc CO changer, voice recognition for audio system,
climate control & rip computer, keyless entry, leather intenor, 10-way
adj power drivers séal |G-way passengers), heated & ventilated front
seats, tilt & lelescopimg muttifunction steenng wheel, pwr windows,
mirmors, daor locks & moonroaf), rosewood interior trim ($600). dest

Price s tested indd std equip. (ABS, font, side, curtain & front knee aibags,
yow & traction cntrl, dual-2one cimate cntrl, AM/FM radio/ 6-disc CD
changer, cruise cntrl, leather, heated front seats, maple wood tim, Ut & tefe-
scoping multifunction steenng wheel, pwr windows, minors & door locs),
opL pkg (Mark Levinson audio, DVD navigation, power mooniood, backup
camer, park assst, min-sensing wipers, headlamp washers, Dynamic
Radar cruise cnt!, Pre-Callsion system, all-season nun-fiat tres, rear spoiler,

B The BMW's seats

mild understeer

~ Drivetrain \ M45. A completely different animal from
Transmission........c.oovevveemerrennenrn.. B-Speed automatic 5-speed automatic 6-speed automatic "5 piedecessor: this alt st
Gear/Ratio/ Overall/(Rpm) Mph 11_:» pre e;ca:-m. s dd.z'w“ ! -\:1 raps .\'llll'-
1 o, 4.17/14.09/(6500) 35 3.83/12.87/(6600) 42 3.30/12.44/(6200) 37 E Lttty sdteeoat i
2nd;1.. 2.34/7.91/(6500) 62 2.37/7.96/(6600) 68 1,96/7.39/(6200) 61 ?I deftly s ‘lus' lhc‘ diffel.'c.nlcc bcﬁvceﬁ }ghé
3:1... 1,52/5.14/(6500) 95 152/5.11/(6600) 106 1.35/5.09/(6200) 89 v TR A S sk
softer-focused Lexus and the harder-edged
dth: 1., 1.14/3.85/(6500) 127 1.00/3.36/est (5950) 145° 1.00/3.77/(6200) 120 BMW. stealing points from each by being
LR, S 0.87/2.04/est (5300) 150 0.83/2.797est (4930) 145¢  0.73/2.75/est (5600) 149° A s TP MW
not only comfortable and stylish, but also
-1 ) F— e 0.69/2.33/est (4650) 150° 0.58/2.19/es! (4450) 149° fast :ll‘ld- i 1o drive N
Final drive rati ..... - 3.38:1 3354 3171 “The M45 uc::mﬁplishes this enviable
Ergig:nemmé:!stl}_m_p:;n top gear... 1900 rpm 2300 spm 1590 rpm feat starting with a next-generation ver-
COTURCMR B, sion of the G35 proven FM rear-drive
platform. Larger, stiffer and ¢ngineered 10
Fuel Economy accept a V-8, this much-improved chassis
OUI BAVING s 17.5 mpg 16.3 mpg 17.6 mpg endows the M with a rock-solid foundation
EPA city/ highway . 18/26 mpg 17/23 mpg 18/25 mpg on which to build a serious sports sedan,
Cruise range . 306 miles 310 miles 313 miles On the road, it feels more torsionally rigid,
Fuel Capacity .....ocoiiciminne . 185 gal. 20.0 gal. 18.8 gal. reacting quickly to driver inputs while re-
maining less affected by bumps or rough
Interior Nolse surfaces. Add 1o that our M43 Sport mod-
Idle 1n newtral e 44 dBA 48 dBA 43 dBA el's 19-in. wheels, specially tuned shocks
Maximum, 15t gear. . T0 dBA 73 dBA 69 dBA and rear active steer, and you have the
.. 70 dBA 69 dBA 70 dBA makings of a formidable handler. )))

modetate understeer

maderate understeer

tharge ($610). venlilated front seats) $9405, dest charge ($650).
BMW Infiniti Lexus e
W45 Sport GS 430 poct. bt ekt comiont.
A5 Interior is a bir colder
Acceleration than in GS or M.
Time to speed, sec
0-20 MPh ..o 11 1.2 12 car. delivering the
0-40 mph o 29 29 31 tightest handling,
0-60 mph s 8.2 53 5.7 the most direct feed-
0-B0 MPA o 84 8.1 9.3 back and the biggest
0-100 mph ....................... 127 133 14.3 smiles, But throw
Time to distance subjective factors
0-1320 Rt (Y4 mile}........... 13.7 @ 104.0 mph 13.8 @ 101.4 mph 142 @99.5 mph like s[y]ing' ride and interior ﬂmcnu“a“[y
into the equation. and the negatives end up
Braking chipping away at the positives. For those
Minimum stopping distance who aren’t bothered by these things. the
From B0 mph .....ecceccvrrcas 115t 126 1t 5451 is the easy choice. But for the three of
From 80 mph .... 2011t 219 us blasting through the desert on this test,
Control excellent excellent those factors did matter and ended up tip-
Brake feel very good good ping the scales in favor of the Infimiti M43,
Overall brake rating ......cc.ccooeeeor,. g000 very good good
0.89 081g 0.85¢
... moderate understeer mild understeer moderate understeer ms SPORT
... 66.1 mph 63.6 mph 64.8 mph 581.5 POINTS

In just two short years, Infiniti has shak-
en up the sports-sedan world. first with
the G35 and now the second-generation

weww iopdondtrock com JUME 2008



Our blasts through Death Valley confirm
this. the Infiniti cornering confidently with-
oul ever losing ground to the BNW, 1t still
lacks the 34350% trmdemark handling ¢nisp-
ness and communicative steering feel. but
1's by no means far behind. Around the
skidpad. the M43 rear active steer helped 1t
achieve the highest (0.91¢) ratung. but then
it faltered mm the slalom (63.6 mph), scoring
the lowest of our three cars. Oddly, the M43
Sport i our February 2003 road test negoti-
ated the same slalom with the same driver
at 63.4 mph. In the real world. however, the
Infinin feels every bit as quick as the BMW
and nearly as smooth as the Lexus

Much of this quickness ¢an also be at-
tributed 1o the M43 torquey 335-bhp V-8,
Displacing 4.5 liters and pumping ous 340
Ib.-f1. of stump-pulling torque, the Infini-
t's engine closely shadows the BMW's n
nearly all conditions. Acceleration is con-
sistently strong through the low-midrange.
softening only shightly as 1t approaches
redline, where the BMW continues pulling,

E MONTICELLO, fissodute Editar

My opinion ¢ oo Every time | got into the BMW and

ove it hard, | got out thrilled. Although it doesn’t look the best or have
fancy-pants interior, It drives the best, which is the most important aspect
b me. The steering, the handling, the unrelenting thrust of its V-8 and
intuitive nature of Steptronic (though it shouldn’t upshift for itself ot
dline) make it my choice.

Excellent low-end grumt catapults the M43
out of slow corners with ease, while the ex-
haust note serves as a sub-
tle reminder of 11s serious
intentions. The stopwatch
shows (0 10 60 mph 1aking
5.3 sec. and the quarter =
mile 13.8 sec. tat 1014
mph). each just a tenth
slower than the 3451
With the only S-speed
automatic of the bunch,
the wider-spaced gears
force the engine to work
harder at times, but the V-8" s torque
overcomes this in most situations. This
is a4 non-issue in evervday driving. only
coming into play at much higher speeds.
On the flip side, the M43 is the only
one of our three cars (and one of only
a handful of cars) to automatically blip
the throttle on downshifts. This not only
sounds great. but like a good heel-and-10e
manual downshift. helps keep the chassis

M WOLFKILL, Senlor Editar

n Mv Opinion. o o | like how the M35 splits the difference
ween the BMW's performance and the Lexus’ luxury. The engine pulls with
ority, making quick bursts through traffic a breeze, while its rear active-
er-nssisted chassis serves up surprisingly nimble handling that belies its
2-ton curb weight. Styling is clean without being too understated and interior
Is by far the best to ever come out of Infinitl.

B The M45's 4.5-liter V-8 has the most power
(335 bhp) and the most torque (340 Ib.-f1.) of the
group. It also exhibits high limits and o forgiving
nature, making it o willing back-road partner.

balanced when braking and shifting down
at the same time.

The M45% overall design theme is one
of purposeful elegance. It avoids the ex-
tremes of the Lexus and BMW, never stray-
ing far from the Nissan/Infinii corporate
sedan look. At a glance. the exterior could
be mustaken for a G35 or even a Nissan
Altima, but on closcr inspection. the M
slecker proportions grace it with an under-
stated athleticism. It’s not a look that draws
attennion like the Lexus or polarizes like
the BMW, meaning 1t quietly looks good
and offends no one.

The same goes for the interior, where
Infimt has made major strides in fit, fimish




Rl The Results...

PERFORMANCE

Performance points based on proportional scale (normalization).

1004 BMW 1006 Infinitl 2006 Lexus
5451 M43 Sport GS 430
W The angled
0-60 mph time 30 pts 30.0 94 7.4 et baate b
0-4 mile time 30 pts 30.0 9.8 18.9 the M45 seems
Stalom 0ps 300 28.9 294 e
Skidpad 30 pts 29.3 30.0 28.0 and finish are
Broking, 60-Omph  30ps 285 20.0 n.4 g e
Braking, 80-0 mph 30 pts 28.2 30.0 s the seats make
Faal ooy, P 20 pts 20.0 182 19.5 ::;‘{_""”, of v
SUBTOTAL 200 pts 196.0 196.3 188.1 : % _
and quality of materials. It’s the best Infiniti
cabin ever and pretty close to the Lexus and
BMW., The M45% craftsmanship still gives
Subjective ratings based on points awarded in each of 12 categories by editors and scored based on a proportional scale something away to the GS, though function-
ally, its center control screen and associated
Driving exdfement 20 pts 20.0 18.7 5.7 buttons/wheel are easier to navigate than
the other two. The flat angle of the con-
s S i 14 s sole feels a bit odd at first. but doesn't take
Gearbox 20 pts 10.0 194 18.4 long to get used to. And for $600, the M45
Sport’s optional rosewood trim endows the
Diiswe 2 . B 1.6 cabin with a welcome elegance that's lack-
Brakes 20 pis 20.0 18.4 7.8 ing in the standard metallic-finish trim.
Ride 20 pts 5.1 15.9 20.0 Infiniti has defimtely brought its A game
to the sports-sedan ranks with a well-round-
Handling 20 pts 20.0 8.7 16.6 ed contender that has few weaknesses, Un-
Exterior styling like the 3451 and GS 430, which both lost
e w3 Ll e categories in our scoring, the Md45 Sport
interior styling 15 pts 10.5 15.0 B3 never finished outside the top 2. It was
Seats 10 pts 8.6 912 10.0 this consistency and its dl-\lm-..nu. mix of
luxury and performance that won out in the
Ergonomics/controls 10 pts 18 10.0 9.7 end. [t should be noted that our M43 Sport
Luggoge test car came equipped with few options,
pus 10ps 10.0 9.5 8.4 which is why the difference in cost to the
SUBTOTAL 200 pts 182.5 186.2 179.3 next highest-priced car, the GS 430, was

more than $10.000. Had it been compara-

bly equipped (navigation, premium audio,

T_OT“L POINTS (400 p1s) 378.5 382.5 367.4 imelligcmpcruisc cogmrol. clIZ:.J. 1ls as-tested

Price independent price would have fallen in between the

Lexus and BMW. That, however, would
not have changed the outcome.

At the end of the day. none of these

cars disappoints, They're quick, they’re

comfortable and they're all fun to drive.

Points based on a proportional scale; points range based on percentage of wop price

Price as tested 200 pts 190.5 200.0 9.7 The Lexus does what Lexuses do best. It
$62,620 $50.760 $61.180 comfortably isolates its occupants from the

outside world, but now it does so with a lot

TOTAL POINTS (600 prs) 569.0 582.5 559 1 more driver involvement and encouraging
Price dependent ¢ - b levels of performance. The BMW occu-

pies the opposite end of the scale, more

o ST than living up to the company’s “Ultimate
Fllllll { 3 Driving Machine” slogan, but also leaving
S'andin S \ too much on the table styling-wise. Which

g leaves the M43, the car that did most ev-

2006 Infiniti 2006 Lexus ervthing well, never tripped up and kept us
W45 Sport Gs 430 coming back for more.
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