BMW Keys: what's available & how to program them
2007 550i use CR2032 3Volt watch battery

The statement about the valet key (I don't get) 
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. The real deal is...you need to have a spare key...regardless if it has the keyless entry buttons on it or not. The master key w/keyless entry buttons are the only ones that really cost a lot of money...the other master keys & valet key can run anywhere between $30-$100+ (depending on dealer). 

I can't tell if you have the old style key or the new style key (starts with 9/99 build date)...but the instructions are posted (AGAIN) below for programming either type...no need to pay the dealer $60 for something really simple...just FOLLOW the instructions EXACTLY!

(Programming Instructions: old style key)


(Programming Instructions: new style)
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First, you don't need to PAY for initializing the key...the instructions are posted ABOVE...and they've been posted to the board MANY times before.

Second, having a spare key should be considered a MUST. Have you read the horror stories from those that accidentally locked their keys in the trunk? You don't want to have to go thru that.

Third, there are multiple MASTER KEYS (some with keyless entry/some without)...then there's the VALET key which only operates the doors and ignition. Even if you've lost your master key...or even locked it in the trunk accidentally...that valet key is still the real deal in that you will still be able to use your car until you order another master key that will allow you to get into the trunk again.

Fourth, until you get a spare key...do yourself a favor by following some simple procedures that will help NOT get yourself locked out of the car. 

· turn your trunk lock to the vertical position and LEAVE IT THAT WAY ( | ) which will keep it attached to the central locking system 

· ALWAYS lock your doors or trunk with the key (which means the key is always in your hand and not still laying in the trunk)...and always unlock the (driver's) door as well as the trunk if you are only opening the trunk...that way if you do inadvertantly lay the key down in the trunk, then slam the lid shut, you can simply press the trunk lock cylinder, or the central unlock or trunk release button in the cabin to re-open the trunk and retrieve your keys (can't do this if you've seperated the trunk from the central locking system by leaving it in the horizontal position ( -- ). 


The illuminated general/master key, spare key & wallet key are ALL master keys...they just don't have keyless entry buttons...and you have to insert them into the door or trunk lock cylinder to lock/unlock the car...BUT at least having one of them will keep you from being stranded, not able to drive your car if you were to loose or lock your ONLY key in the car! [image: image3.png]


You can get an idea of how much the other keys cost if you look at the online parts database: 

1. Up to 9/99 build date (see alternate and less expensive master keys #9 & #1... #10 is the valet (service) key): http://www.realoem.com/bmw/showparts...12&hg=41&fg=40 

2. From 9/99-up build date (see alternate and less expensive master keys #1 & #3...#2 is the valet (service) key): http://www.realoem.com/bmw/showparts...30&hg=41&fg=40 
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If you've never seen the ILLUMINATED MASTER KEY (does NOT have keyless entry buttons) you can see it on the far left in the pic below...these are the keys for my 95 e34 525iT...the illuminated master is the same part nbr as the e39s because my car has EWS, too and requires a key with an embedded transponder inside of it.
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I hope this post clears up some misconceptions about BMW keys, what's available, and what they look like, and what you can expect to pay.

	Posted by: Jim Cash on 2002-07-25 at 21:42:09
(posted from: Host: hse-montreal-ppp141224.sympatico.ca IP: 64.228.205.151)


Message: 

Ahhh - the Re-initialise process. 

Following is the process as it applies to my car (97 model) 

If yours is later check the manual - they started putting the proceedure in after several years, and the process may have changed for the latest version of the keys (which I assume you do not have because you have a battery in it). 

Cheers 
Jim Cash 

--------------------- 

Remote Key Re-Initialise - If a key fails to operate remotely, it will have to be re-initialised (all keys in sequence at the same time) 

- Get in and “close all doors” 

- Turn ignition on & off quickly (no more than 5 seconds) to start the process. Next action must take place within 30 seconds 

- First key - hold down button #2 (unlock) while striking button #1 (lock) three times. Release button #2. Confirmed by door lock operation. 

- Repeat for second key within 30 seconds of first. 

- After last key then cycle the ignition on/off to finalise the process (not necessary to start the engine. 


Both keys should now have new "randomly selected" security "code words" - asigned by the car's system. 
Those codes will be continuously incremented within the new sequence each time you hit a button. It is when they get out of sequence with the car that they loose the capability to be recognised and you then have to do this again. 

That occurs when you take longer than 1 minute changing the battery, or if you hit buttons more often the 1000 times when it is out of range of the car. 

Cheers 
Jim Cash 
+++++++++++
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All I can suggest is to reprogram the alarm to the key FOB hoping that the alarm is just confused.

Instructions are:

1. Close all doors, trunk, and hood. 

2. The security system must be in "disarm" mode. The key must be removed from the ignition key slot. 

Enter Code-Learning Mode 

3. Open the trunk and leave it open. 

4. Open the driver's door and sit in the driver's seat. 

5. Close the driver's door. 

6. Cycle the ignition switch five times between the "off" position and position 2 (ignition "ON", all dash warning lamps will illuminate). The red status LED will illuminate continuously, and the siren will "chirp" once, to indicate that the code-learning mode has been initiated. 

DO NOT START THE ENGINE 

The ignition switch cycling in step #6 must be performed within ten seconds. 

The sequence in steps #1-6 must be performed within 45 seconds. 

Registering/Delete ID Code(s) 

7. Open driver's door, (remain seated in driver's seat) 

8. Close driver's door. 

9. Press and release any button on the remote you wish to register into the system. The status LED will shut off momentarily to indicate that one ID code has been registered. 

10. Repeat steps 7 through 9 to register the remaining three ID codes. 

Exiting Code-Learning Mode 

11. Open driver's door, and exit from vehicle, leaving the door opened. 

12. Close trunk. 

13. Close driver's door. The LED will turn off and the siren will "chirp" twice. 

14. The initialization procedure is now completed, test all remotes to confirm operation.

If that doesn't work and allow the FOB to operate than something must be hacked or your key transponder (do you have a transponder in your key is it the same key you always use) has failed...  

