	Detailing Article


	
Seasonal tire, wheel and wheel well cleaning. 

    As a young driver growing up in Michigan, I quickly learned the importance of snow tires during winter months. Late every fall, I would take the alloy wheels off my car, store them in the garage and mount my snow tires. Being a do-it-yourselfer, I just naturally did this myself in the driveway and a twice yearly ritual was born. I would take the tires and wheels off my car, wash them, front and back, put a coat of wax on the wheels then store them in a corner of the garage under a drop cloth. Later on, I discovered Tire Totes and stored my tires & wheels in these. I never, ever stored dirty tires or wheels. 
    Since the tires and wheels were off the car and I already had the hose and wash bucket out for cleaning it only made sense to clean inside the wheel wells! To me, this was just part of car ownership and proper auto care. This ritual ended with my moving to Florida and would have been completely forgotten had I not received an e-mail from Becka K., also a Michigan resident, who stated she recently came home to find her husband cleaning all four of his car's wheels in the family bathtub! 
    So, knowing there's at least one other human out there that shares my passion for wheel cleaning, here's my twice-a-year ritual.
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	Set emergency brake and
remove one wheel at a time.
	Back of wheel will have caked-on
brake dust particles.
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	NOTE: Inside the wheel well the
left and right wheel arch interior
panels are vinyl, not metal.
	First I spray the wheel, front and back,
with water to remove loose particles.
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	Now I spray the face of the wheel with
a pH-neutral wheel cleaner. Here, I'm
using BLACKFIRE Gel Wheel Cleaner.
	With BLACKFIRE Gel Wheel Cleaner soaking
on the front of the wheel, I'll spray the
back side of the wheel with Eimann 
Hi-Intensity Cleaner.

	
    Both photos above show the Firehose Nozzle, my absolute favorite hose nozzle. I've tried many different cleaners for cleaning the back of wheels with baked-on brake dust and road grime and haven't found anything better than Eimann Fabrik's Hi-Intensity Cleaner. I've used this cleaner for years and it never fails to impress me with how easily it removes really black, caked, brake dust. 
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	I'll then scrub the back of the wheel with
soapy water (car wash shampoo) using
a Wheel & Tire Scrub Brush.
	After cleaning, I found several tar balls
remaining on the finish. I sprayed these
spots with Stoner Tarminator...

	
    Both of my front wheels had tar balls on the inside of the wheel. Eimann Fabrik Hi-Intensity Cleaner was not strong enough to remove these spots. I sprayed the spots with Stoner Tarminator and wiped the tar off with the Safe Scrub Bug and Tar Sponge.
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	and scrubbed the tar spots with the
Safe Scrub Bug and Tar Sponge.
	A final rinse and the back of the tire is done.
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	Now, I'll turn the wheel over and scrub the
face of the wheel. Remember, there was
already a cleaner soaking on the surface.
	Here I'm using a foam popsicles to clean
the narrow wheel spoke openings.

	
    NOTE: The wheels on this car are clear coated. There's no problem in spraying the front of the wheel with a pH-neutral wheel cleaner like BLACKFIRE Gel Wheel and Tire Cleaner and letting it soak while cleaning the back of the wheel. If I were working on a natural aluminum, billet wheel, I would clean each side at a time and not let any wheel cleaner soak on the finish.

    If your vehicle has narrow openings, these Foam Popsicles are great! The foam part is 9/16 by 2-3/4 inches which is just right for cleaning narrow spoke openings. You can also use these popsicles to apply Wheel Wax inside the narrow wheel slots.
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	I now rinse the entire wheel and I'm
ready to deep clean the tire.
	Spray the tire with Eimann Fabrik Tire Cleaner.

	
    After cleaning the back and front of the wheel and rinsing the wheel at least twice, you're probably thinking it's redundant to clean the tire again. You're correct, but I'm just amazed at the grunge and grime that I can get out of a "clean" tire by going over it again with Eimann Fabrik Tire Cleaner. This is a truly wonderful product for deep-cleaning tires. The green brush featured here is our Short Handle Tire & Wheel Brush.

	
[image: image15.jpg]



	
[image: image16.jpg]




	Brush and rinse one last time.
	Look at the black grunge that came off
this already cleaned tire!
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	Wheel and tire cleaned, I'll
let it dry in the sun.
	Now I'll thoroughly spray the 
wheel well with water.
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	I use Eimann Fabrik Hi-Intensity Cleaner to
clean the wheel well but DO NOT spray the
brake calipers or rotor.
	Meguiar's Versa Body Brush is perfect for
cleaning inside the wheel well. You can
adjust the brush head for the best cleaning
angle.

	
    Meguiar's 23 inch, Versa-Angle Body Brush is the best brush I've found for cleaning deep into the wheel well. You can "tilt" the brush head to properly clean areas deep in the well. Likewise, the E-Z Detail Brush is a must for cleaning around suspension parts and brake lines. Pay attention when cleaning in the wheel well to prevent skinned knuckles or cuts from sharp edges.
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	Here I use the E-Z Detail Brush to clean
back side of pivot arms and around
brake lines.
	Now I'll thoroughly rinse the wheel well
and the brake caliper and rotor.
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	Next, I'll spray the brake caliper (but not
the rotor) with Eimann Fabrik Tire Cleaner....
	brush the caliper with soapy water...

	
    I use Eimann Fabrik Tire Cleaner to clean the brake caliper. Wet the caliper with water, spray on Tire Cleaner, brush to remove brake dust and road grime and rinse immediately. Do not allow any cleaners to dry on the brake caliper. 

    NOTE: Some vehicles have red brake calipers. Eimann Hi-Intensity Cleaner is a strong, detergent cleaner and can lighten the color of these calipers (turn them almost pink).  For this reason, we do not recommend spraying the brake caliper or rotor with Hi-Intensity Cleaner.  
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	and rinse one last time. 
	 Now I'll go back to the wheel that has
been drying in the sun and apply and
buff a coat of Wheel Wax on the front...
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	and on the back of the wheel.
	Lastly, I'll spray a Foam Tire Applicator
with 303 Aerospace Protectant and wipe
the front....

	
    I strongly recommend wiping on and buffing off a coat of Wheel Wax on the front and back of the wheel. Wheel Wax helps keep heated brake dust particles from etching the wheel's finish and makes future cleaning easier. While you can use any tire dressing, I prefer 303 Aerospace Protectant if the tires and wheels are going to be stored for any length of time. 303 Aerospace Protectant is recommended by RV and trailer manufacturers for the prevention of dry rot, a leading cause of tire failure caused by long time storage. To minimize spraying protectant on the wheel's finish, I spray 303 on a Flexible Foam Tire Applicator and then wipe the tire's sidewall.
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	and the back side walls.
	If I'm changing wheels, I'll store
the cleaned wheels in Tire Totes
or in a Tire Garage.

	
    If you're storing seasonal tires and wheels, Tire Totes or the Tire Garage are perfect for keeping your spares neatly covered, clean and stacked until they are needed. If you have expensive, alloy wheels, use Tire Tote Wheel Felts to protect against nicks and scratches. 
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	After the wheel well has dried, I'll spray
with 303 Aerospace Protectant...
	and wipe off excess with a Microfiber
cloth or applicator pad.
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	As a finishing touch, I'll apply a coat
of sealant to the brake caliper and buff
to a shine. Here I'm using Menzerna's new
One Step Acrylic Jacket.
	The wheel well is clean, the interior
panels are protected with 303 and the
brake caliper shines under a coat of
One Step Acrylic Jacket. 

	
    Applying a sealant to the brake caliper may seam a little over-the-top detailing but if your car has painted calipers it keeps the finish bright and shiny and helps prevent heated brake dust particles from etching the finish. While any paint sealant will help, I like Menzerna's  One Step Acrylic Jacket for both brightness and long term protection.
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	If I were installing snow tires, I would
now install the clean tires that I had
in storage.
	Lastly, check tire pressure.


	


